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We’re especially proud to celebrate a 100% high school graduation rate among our students once again.
Even more inspiring: four of our seniors were named valedictorians at four different high schools—a
reflection of their exceptional dedication and the meaningful guidance provided by our staff, mentors, and
volunteers. Our graduates are moving forward with confidence: 94% of our 2024–2025 graduates are
heading to college, and the remaining 6% have stepped into the workforce—each of them charting a
purposeful path forward.

Our impact reaches well beyond academics. This year, we’ve had the privilege of supporting 836 students
and their families, creating a strong, dependable network of care around each one. Through consistent
mentorship and guidance, our team dedicated 11,626 hours to direct engagement—offering
conversations, check-ins, and encouragement that fuel both personal and academic growth. To further
remove barriers to success, we served over 7,000 meals to keep students nourished and focused and
provided nearly $10,000 in financial assistance to help families meet essential needs.

Sport remains a powerful pillar of our mission. Our ML20 Lady Enforcers program continues to empower
young women through leadership, teamwork, and confidence-building. And across our summer sport
camps, youth find not just activity, but connection and belonging that lasts far beyond the season.
Every hour spent, every student reached, and every achievement earned tells a deeper story: one of
potential realized, of lives changed, and of what’s possible when a community comes together to lift up
its youth.

As we look ahead, we’re more energized than ever to continue this momentum. Thank you for being an
essential part of this journey. Your belief in our students—and in our mission—makes all the difference.
With sincere appreciation,

With deep gratitude,

David Lucas

It’s with deep pride and gratitude that I share the powerful impact
we’ve made together this past year. Thanks to your unwavering
support, the Maurice Lucas Foundation continues to transform lives
through education, character development, mentorship, and sport—
and the results speak volumes.

A Letter from David Lucas
Maurice Lucas Foundation
Founder and Executive Director



WHAT WE DO

Maurice Lucas Foundation
ml20.org

Through our mission of Teaching Life Lessons Through Education and Sport, the Maurice Lucas
Foundation (MLF) partners with families, teachers, schools, like-minded individuals and organizations to
create a community of champions who provide transformational opportunities and experiences for
youth. The youth and families we serve are diverse, and many face significant socioeconomic
challenges compounded by racial inequity. Together we encourage and support their resilience as they
navigate an increasingly challenging world. We are steadfast in the belief that all young people have the
right to a high-quality education and meaningful career choices in the pursuit of their dreams.

Our work is informed by the legacy of legendary Portland Trail Blazer Maurice Lucas, who cared
immensely for our community. He sought to empower youth by creating opportunity, especially where
little existed. He was devoted to helping kids learn, achieve and grow through education and sport,
guiding them in building positive values. The organization that bears his name was founded in 2010 and
is led by his son, David Lucas. David is dedicated to fostering development opportunities for students
and youth, just as his father helped others develop lifelong skills. The Maurice Lucas Foundation is
committed to bringing our work – and Maurice's legacy – to many more children and families.

WHO WE ARE

https://ml20.org/
https://ml20.org/


OUR PROGRAMS

At the Maurice Lucas Foundation, we’re all about helping students grow into confident, well-rounded individuals. Along
with our seven core pillars, our middle school program gives students three hours of academic support each week, plus
a mix of character-building lessons, fun physical activities, and hands-on STEAM projects. We also love giving students
new experiences—like a recent trip to Oregon State University! Students explored the campus, visited classrooms and
sports fields, ate at the student union, and heard from real college students about what life is like after high school. It
was a fun and inspiring day that gave our students a glimpse of what’s possible for their future.

High School Academy Post-High School 

Beyond academics, we’re nurturing the whole student through mentorship, character
development, and physical activity, providing thousands of hours of direct engagement and
vital resources to help students and their families thrive. Behind every number is a story of
growth, achievement, and lasting impact. We’re excited to keep building on this momentum
and grateful to everyone who makes it possible.”

                                                                                  — David Lucas
“

At the Maurice Lucas Foundation, we stay connected with our students
during high school, helping them stay on track and succeed—especially
those who are navigating extra challenges like financial stress or being
the first in their families to plan for college. We offer a wide range of
support like tutoring, college visits, FAFSA support, job shadowing, and
mentoring, with a big focus on 9th grade, a critical year for keeping
students on the path for graduation. Our approach helps students build
confidence, stay academically strong, and plan ahead to college and
careers. And this year, we had something really special to celebrate—four
of our seniors were named valedictorians at four different high schools
across Portland. It’s an amazing accomplishment and a true reflection of
their hard work and the impact of long-term, consistent support.

The Maurice Lucas Foundation
promotes equity in college access by
providing personalized mentoring,
academic coaching, and support for
students pursuing post-high school
education. Our persistence counselor
stays connected with students and
collaborates with education partners to
meet their diverse needs. We track
progress from enrollment to completion
to ensure their success in college,
vocational training, and future careers.

Middle School Academy



Over the past year, this exceptional group of basketball players
—the ML20 Lady Enforcers—has achieved extraordinary
success on the national stage. Among other accomplishments,
they reached the Final Four of the prestigious Select Events
Power24 National Circuit. Several players have earned
individual honors: One was named First Team in the Power24
Circuit, while another received Honorable Mention. Both players
were also invited to try out for the USA U16 Team Trials.
Beyond their on-court dominance, the Lady Enforcers continue
to excel off the court, amassing over 40 college scholarship
offers among just 
six players. These 
girls are not only 
dedicated athletes 
but inspiring role 
models. Their 
journey reflects 
how basketball can 
empower young 
women—building confidence, leadership, 
and a vision for success.

Scholarship Program

Kahlial 
Jordan Wings Scholar recipient
attending Stanford University
and majoring in Economics and
Sociology.

The Maurice Lucas Foundation supports students after high school through its scholarship assistance program.
This includes the Howard Hedinger Memorial Scholarship Fund, which offers up to $5,000 in renewable
scholarships to graduates who have been in the program since 6th grade and met all requirements. We also
partner with the Jordan Brand Wings Initiative, and through their Scholars Program, at least one MLF student each
year receives a gap scholarship to the school of their dreams. This year, we're especially grateful that two of our
students were awarded these life-changing scholarships. These opportunities give students the support they need
to pursue their goals with confidence.

Family Financial Assistance ML20 Lady Enforcers
The Maurice Lucas Foundation recognizes that
a strong, healthy family environment is vital to
a child's overall well-being. We also understand
that families may encounter unexpected
financial hardships that aren’t covered by
insurance or public assistance. To help the
students and families in our programs, we’ve
created a family financial assistance fund—
supported by the generosity of our donors—
that offers support for critical needs such as
food, utility bills, and school supplies during
difficult times.

Andrea
Jordan Wings Scholar recipient
attending Washington State
University and majoring in
Criminal Justice.



Our programs are a space where students feel safe, supported, and free
to be themselves. With the help of our awesome staff and community
volunteers, they explore and practice our seven character development
pillars in real and meaningful ways. This year, we’ve watched them grow
into confident leaders who speak up for themselves and each other —
and we couldn’t be prouder of their hard work, resilience, and heart." 

- SHEILA ZACHRY 
  PROGRAM DIRECTOR

“



ML20 Lady Enforcers - 48 
2023 Summer Sports Camps - 1,157

OUR
IMPACT

7,000+
Student meals
provided

11,626 
Hours spent with
students & families

836
Students and
Families Served

100%
Graduation rate for MLF
students - 4 valedictorians at 4
different Portland area schools

94%
MLF Class of 2025 graduates
attending college in the Fall. 
6% work force/other options
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NUMBER SERVED
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TEACHING LIFE LESSONS THROUGH EDUCATION AND SPORT
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